

















Pillars of the Church

Renewing a City

By William Peeper

T WAS 1971 AND THE FACE OF THE SLEEPY

citrus and cattle region of Orlando,

Florida was about to change forever as Walt

Disney World opened its gates to
the world.

So began the meteoric growth of the
Central Florida region that has brought more
than 1.5 million people to Metro Orlando.
With that growth have come pros and cons,
dreams and visions, successes and failures
and an ongoing discussion about what we
collectively want our community to be even as
we continue to evolve and mature. I have been
privileged to watch and sometimes be a part of
this process for the past 27 years; it has been
fascinating.

There has been tension between the tourism
industry and the community, calls to diversify
the economy; we only had low paying jobs in the
community where there were no jobs before. We
needed to be a high-tech community, we needed
to be an international city, and we now have the
goal of being a bio-tech city. We said we needed
more culture, big-time sports, a new and excit-
ing downtown. We were not very content being
Orlando as we compared ourselves to city after
city. We have been impatient with ourselves for
not doing more, faster.

One can argue that modern day Orlando
is only 37 years old! What we have done is as-
tounding even as we have had our struggles and
debates. The arts are growing. The Magic bring
us hope of being a championship city, no other
city hosts two of the most highly respected col-
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lege bowl games, tourism thrives. We are high-
tech and we are on our way to being bio-tech.
Our church home is now in the shadows of tall
new buildings that given time will add even
more excitement to downtown. We have built
exclusive communities while treasuring our
traditional neighborhoods.

Still we struggle with the homeless, the
hungry, impoverished schools, senseless crime
and every other issue of a “big city”. These and
other issues are the debates of the day and they
can be solved as we have solved the other issues
of the other days... through respectful, honest
and open debate and discussion by honorable
and strong leaders who must not only feel the
pressure but the support of the community to
do that which is right.

What is the role of Orlando’s church commu-
nity in the ongoing renewal process? How can we
work with our leaders to do that which is mor-
ally right? What should the role of the churches
be in bringing together our ever-diverse popula-
tion to encourage understanding and tolerance?
Finally, what is the role of our church? How do
we reach out to our many new downtown resi-
dents to let them know they are welcome to be a
part of our church family?

Our efforts to renew our city in fact never
end, for if they do we will decay. It is a process
of honorable people doing honorable work. It is
the efforts of many addressing their dreams and
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concerns with hope and passion.
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GOD’S PEACE coNTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Who has time or means for the disadvantaged when we are all
running after our personal kingdoms?

pier \pir\ n. Regrettably such kingdom-lawlessness is characterisitic of
1. Architecture Any of various vertical supporting struc- those inside the churches as well as those outside. As a church
tures, especially: community, let us begin renewal with an inventory of our per-
a. A pillar supporting an arch or roof. sonal values and commitments. Let us become a microcosm of

b. The portion of a wall between the city atop Mt. Zion.

windows, doors, or other openings. « o . .
. ) ) More than “solutions” (or band-aids), the city needs renewal
c. A reinforcing structure that projects from

a wall; a buttress. from top to bottom. If the head is healthy, the bruises of the body

. . . R
2. Staff of the monthly ministry journal of The Cathedral will be bound up and healed (I?alah 1'516)' P

Church of St. Luke, Orlando, Florida.
a. Editor, Designer
The Rev. Canon J. Gary CHommedieu
b. Contributing Writer
The Rev. Christine L. Maddux

. i Serve The City
¢. Production Supervisor

comes to the

Mara Majewski Cathedral
d. Proofreader See page 4.
Rosemary Atwater

e. Photographs
Gary CHommedieu




